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SUBJECT: TEXT OF GOMA LETTER 

REF: STATE 32071 

THERE FOLLOWS FULL TEXT OF LETTER IN SUPPORT OF CZECH CHARTER 77 
GROUP, WRITTEN BY ROMANIAN DISSIDENT AUTHOR PAUL GOMA: 

TO PAVEL KOHOUT AND HIS FRIENDS, I DECLARE MY SOLIDARY WITH 
YOUR ACTION. YOUR SITUATION IS MINE TOO; THE SITUATION OF 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA IS - WITH LITTLE DIFFERENCE - ALSO THAT OF ROMANIA. 

WE LIVE, WE SURVIVE IN THE SAME PRISONERS' CAMP, IN THE SAME 
BIAFRA (CAPITAL: MOSCOW). YOU, THE CZECHS AND THE SLOVAKS, 

HAD A '68; THE HUNGARIANS A '56; THE POLES: '56, '71 AND... 

CONTINUALLY: THE EAST GERMANS HAD A BERLIN AND HAVE A BIERMANN. 
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WE. THE ROMANIANS, DO NOT HAVE SUCH LANDMARKS. BUT SUFFERING IS 
NOT ALWAYS DIRECTLY PROPORTIONAL TO THE INTENSITY OF THE CRY 
OF REVOLT. YOU, (AS, IN FACT THE POLES, EAST GERMANS, HUNGARIANS 
AND BULGARIANS), YOU ARE UNDER RUSSIAN OCCUPATION; WE, THE 
ROMANIANS, ARE UNDER ROMANIAN OCCUPATION - AFTER ALL A MORE 
PAINFUL, MORE EFFICIENT OCCUPATION THAN A FOREIGN ONE. WE LIVE 
ALL UNDER THE SAME HEEL (HEEL, DOESN’T NEED INDEED ANY OTHER 
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EXPLANATORY TERM). THE SAME LACK OF ELEMENTARY RIGHTS, THE SAME 
ABUSE OF MAN, THE SAME SHAMEFUL LIES - EVERYWHERE. EVERYWHERE: 
POVERTY, ECONOMIC CHAOS, DEMAGOGY, INSECURITY, TERROR. STICK 
GAG-CORRUPTION (IN ROMANIAN: CIOMAG-CALUS-CORUPTIE), THESE ARE 
THE THREE C'S BY MEANS OF WHICH THE TWO C'S PUSHED BACK WITH 
THOUSANDS OF YEARS OUR FELLOW CITIZENS ON THE SCALE OF HISTORY. 
HOWEVER, IT WAS PROVEN (AND SHALL BE PROVEN AGAIN) THAT ONE CAN 
FIGHT AGAINST THE PROGRAMMATIC DEGRADATION TO WHICH MAN IS 
SUBMITTED HERE, IN STALINIST SOCIALISM. WORD-PEN-CONSCIENCE 
(IN ROMANIAN IT HAPPENS TO BE THREE OTHER C'S: CUVINTCONDEI- 
CONSTIINTA) TROUBLED THE DIGESTION OF THOSE WHO ON OUR BEHALF 
AND "FOR OUR GOOD" CRUSHED US UNDER THEIR HEELS, MADE US BUILD 
PYRAMIDS, JAILED US, GAGGED OUR MOUTHS (A GAG REMOVED ONLY FOR 
SHOUTING WORDS OF THANKS), KILLED US. THEIR WELL-BEING WAS 
TROUBLED. I AM CONVINCED THAT IT WAS NOT ONLY TROUBLED BUT STOPPED 
FOR ALWAYS. THIS NOT ONLY BECAUSE OUR AIM, OUR CAUSE ARE JUST - 
SO MANY JUST CAUSES WERE DEFEATED - BUT BECAUSE OUR EAPON IS 
THE WORD, WHICH CUTS DEEPER THAN THE SWORD. A RUSSIAN SWORD 
FOR YOU; A ROMANIAN SWORD (INDIGENOUS, DACIAN-ROMAN, AFTER 
ALL OUR BROTHERS' SWORD) FOR US, IN ROMANIA - THE SWORD SHALT. 

BE OLBIGED TO RETURN TO ITS SHEATH. MAYBE FOR THE MINOR, NOT 
INSIGNIFICANT REASON THAT AN IDEOLOGY WHICH ON THE ONE HAND PRETENDS 
TO SERVE MAN AND THE OTHER HAND CUTS OFF HIS HEAD HAS NO CONNECTION 
AT ALL EITHER WITH MAN OR WITH THOUGHT. 

I AM WITH YOU -THE CZECHS AND THE SLOVAKS, HUNGARIANS, 

POLES, GERMANS. TOGETHER WITH YOU ARE THE SOULS OF MANY, VERY 
MANY ROMANIAN INTELLECTUALS, EVEN IF THEIR SIGNATURE IS NOT NEAR 
MINE. 
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PAUL GOMA BUCHAREST, JANUARY 1977 
BARNES 
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